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         Risk Assessment




	A. Activity or task to be assessed:



	Form No
	

	Group/Service Area:
	
	Work Activity or Task
	Bouncy Castles & Inflatable Play Equipment

	Workplace/Team
	
	
	

	Date of Assessment:
	
	Date for Review
	

	Name of Assessor(s):
	
	Signature:
	

	Manager/Headteacher:
	
	Signature:
	



	B. Risk Matrix – This section is used for guidance to complete Section C Risk Level column

Hazard is something with the potential to cause harm. Risk is the likelihood of someone being hurt multiplied by the severity of the occurrence.                       

Risk Level = likelihood x severity
	
	PRIORITY OF ACTION

High        20 - 25     Unacceptable – Stop work or activity 
                                until immediate improvements can
                                be made.

Medium  10 – 16     Tolerable but need to improve within
                                a reasonable timescale, e.g., 1-3 
                                months depending on the situation.

Low          5 - 9	Adequate but look to improve by next review.

Very Low 1 – 4        Residual risk acceptable.  No
                                further action required all the
                                time the control measures are 
                                maintained.

	5 x 5 RISK MATRIX
	
	

	Increasing consequence or severity  è
	5
	5 low
	10 med
	15 med
	20 high
	25 high
	
	

	
	4
	4 very low
	8 low
	12 med
	16 med
	20 high
	
	

	
	3
	3 very low
	6 low
	9 low
	12 med
	15 med
	
	

	
	2
	2 very low
	4 very low
	6 low
	8 low
	10 med
	
	

	
	1
	1 very low
	2 very low
	3 very low
	4 very low
	5 low
	
	

	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	
	

	
	Increasing likelihood or probability è
	
	


Score

5
4
3
2
1
Likelihood / Probability

Very likely / Almost certain
Likely
Fairly likely / Possible
Unlikely
Very unlikely
Description

Event is expected to occur in most circumstances
Event will probably occur in most circumstances
Event could occur at some time
Event is not likely to occur in normal circumstances
Event may occur only in exceptional circumstances
Score

5
4
3
2
1
Consequence/Severity

Catastrophic / Severe / Fatality
Major injury / ill health
Moderate (over 7-day injury)
Minor injury / ill health
Insignificant / no injury
Description

Death or permanent disability to one or more persons
Hospital admission required, eg, broken arm or leg
Medical treatment required, over 7-day injury
First aid is required
Injuries not requiring first aid treatment










C. Use Section B to identify risk level for each hazard

Record any guidance referred to here (e.g. Council arrangements, Codes of Practice, HSE web pages, British Standards etc.)
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

	
What are the
Hazards?

	Who might be harmed and how
	What are you already doing
(Existing Controls)
	Risk
Level
Use Risk Matrix above
	What further actions
are necessary
	Residual
Risk
Level
Use Risk Matrix above
	Action


	
	
	
	
	
	
	Who
	When

	1
	Competence of supplier & safety of equipment.
	Inexperienced or poorly managed suppliers may supply and erect faulty or inferior quality equipment, putting users at risk of serious harm.
	Use an approved operator and ensure the device being hired carries a PIPA or ADIPS (amusement device inspection procedures scheme) inflatable play inspection certificate, 
operators manual, device risk assessment and statement for operation of the facility.
	
	
	
	
	

	2
	Insurance
	
	Check owner of the bouncy castle has written evidence of appropriate PL insurance (Minimum £5 million) to cover any legal liability which they may incur e.g. defective equipment causing injury/failure to erect structure correctly.
	
	
	
	
	

	3
	Equipment fails
	Poorly maintained equipment or improper setup could put the users at serious risk of harm.
	Must be thoroughly examined by a competent person every 14 months to comply with code of practice at fairs. (Blower inflatable and electrical system should be examined and a certificate issued).  These should be checked before used.

Castle should be inspected prior to first use on the day in line with manufacturer’s instructions, checks should include: anchor points, anchor rope, anchor stakes, moorings, wall to tower fixings, inflatable tube, surface and seams of bed, pressure should be sufficient to give reliable firm footing, blower and electrical check.

Do not use the assembly if any defects are noted.

Evidence of the inspection must be properly recorded.
	
	
	
	
	

	4
	Fire
	All persons in the vicinity – risk of smoke inhalation and burns
	A ‘powder’ extinguisher must be positioned in close proximity to the apparatus.
Apparatus must be positioned correctly.
	
	
	
	
	

	5
	Incorrect set up resulting in malfunction or accident
	Users; various injuries
	Shall be positioned and set up by the hire company / providers, following their safe working methods and procedures to ensure everyone’s safety and the correct setup of the inflatable equipment;

The supplier must inflate the equipment and ensure it is anchored sufficiently with a suitable number of anchor points being used, taking into consideration of the ground conditions – more anchor points may be needed for soft or sandy ground.
Equipment must be anchored in accordance with BS EN 14960.
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
Inflatable equipment must be anchored in accordance with BS EN 14960

Suitable space and positioned on level grassed area.

All plant and equipment shall be positioned away from staff and students (air compressor).

Power cables shall be positioned so as not to cause a trip hazard.

	
	
	
	
	

	6
	Anchor points becoming untethered (High winds)
	The inflatable could move or tip, causing serious injury to the users on it and potentially death.
	· The inflatable will not be put up if the wind exceeds 24mph. 
· Wind speed is monitored throughout the day ensuring the play equipment is closed if wind speeds of 24 mph are recorded.
· Bouncy castle to be stabilised and anchored to the ground with steaks.
· The inflatable will be tethered securely to the anchor points.
· Play equipment is deflated if necessary.
	
	
	
	
	

	7
	Appropriate safety rules being in place
	Sudden deflation of the equipment, or falls from height causing serious injury
	Safe system statement:
· All hard, sharp and dangerous objects e.g. footwear, buckles, glasses, pens, purses etc. should be removed prior to use.
· No bouncing at the front of the apron.
· No climbing on outside walls.
· No running from wall to wall should be allowed.
· Children of a similar size should use the apparatus at the same time (consider age group sessions etc.).
· No one taller than the height restriction should be allowed on the device. 
· Age restrictions in place.
· Beginners should bounce only on their feet.
· One-one assistance may be required for children who experience difficulties with their physical control.
· No food or drink allowed on the apparatus.
· Keep users off the device during inflation/deflation.
· Perimeter fence/screen must be erected 2 metres from closed sides and 4 metres from open sides to prevent unauthorised access.
· Maximum number limits must be adhered to.
	
	
	
	
	

	8
	Appropriate supervision and safe operation of inflatables.
	Improper use will likely cause injuries to users.
	Ideally the operator will provide attendants to provide supervision of the equipment and its appropriate safe use.

However if the school are taking responsibility for its safe operation, it is vital that the operator supplies clear guidance and instructions for safe use. 

The school must appoint a sufficient number of attendants and provide training where necessary.
	
	
	
	
	

	9
	Appropriate training for attendants
	Inadequate knowledge or safety precautions may put the users at significant risk of harm.
	Attendant must be fully trained in how to:
· Operate the device.
· Entry/exit procedure.
· Safe assembly & dismantling.
· Safety checks.
· Safe anchoring.
· Ground control measures and barriers.
· Measures to take in the event of a power failure.
· Defect reporting and accident reporting.
	
	
	
	
	

	10
	Suitability of the equipment (bouncy castle) for the physical size and weight of the intended users
	Adults are not suited for apparatus designed for smaller children – may result in falling off, sides giving way etc.
	Inflatable is suitable / not suitable for adult users as confirmed with the hire company.

Appropriate controls are put in place as deemed suitable.
	
	
	
	
	

	11
	Users colliding together – especially larger users colliding with smaller users
	Smaller children especially being put at risk from impact of larger/older children or adults.
	Appropriate supervision and instruction provided by the attendant to minimise the risk of collision and injury by separating and controlling access.

Attendant will ensure that users do not bump into each other or become overly boisterous.

The session will be stopped if behaviours are unacceptable.
	
	
	
	
	

	12
	Users jumping off or falling off the front of the inflatable 
	Users could be seriously injured from fall from height.
	Crash mats will be put down in front of the inflatable.
Supervising staff will be at the front of the inflatable at all times. They will instruct users to move back if they come to close to the front.
	
	
	
	
	

	13
	Inflatable gets wet
	Wet surfaces could cause slip hazard resulting in users injuring themselves.
	· The inflatable will not be used if it rains and will be dried completely before being used.
· Food and drink will not be allowed on or near the inflatable.
· Wet ground to be covered with floor mats preventing excess water from entering the bouncy castle.

Supervising staff to stop the activity if conditions become too dangerous or hazardous.
	
	
	
	
	



If more hazards are identified, please add more rows 

	
D. A Safe System of Work (SSOW) is a procedure, or set of procedures, that explains exactly how a work task should be carried out safely.  It can be used to induct/train staff how to do a task.  If a SSOW is needed it can be written below or in a separate document referenced below.
· 
· 






E.  Circulation List
Please list people who have been informed of the assessment.


	NAME
	DESIGNATION
	SIGNATURE
	DATE
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