
Can a kitchen be used as an escape route out of a school hall? 

The question has been answered by the Shropshire Fire and Rescue Service (SFRS).

The ‘rule of thumb’ is that a designated escape route can NOT go through a commercial kitchen.

Why?

The route shouldn’t go from an area of risk into an area of higher risk.

Also:

There is no certainty as to when the evacuation will take place (i.e. 12:00 noon or 21:00hrs).

At 12:00 noon, the commercial kitchen could have other major health and safety risks present (hot water/ cooking pans/etc.), and also, this route wouldn’t be best suited if there are a lot of persons travelling along it.

In Section 4.1 (p65) of your relevant guide [Fire Safety Risk Assessment for Educational Premises], there is a list of what is suitable for an escape route.

The first point states “suitable”.  Therefore from the query can a kitchen be used as an escape route out of the school hall?  The school kitchen is NOT a suitable escape route.

SFRS basically stated that:

· Each premises needs to be assessed individually.

· An escape route from the kitchen is for kitchen personnel.

· An escape route through the kitchen is ??? questionable;

At 12:30pm – a kitchen is likely to have equipment in the escape route 
          (for cleaning purposes) and the floor could be wet/slippery.

At 21:30hrs – a kitchen should have been closed down for several hours so potentially doesn’t pose any more of a risk than another room, especially if it is for small numbers of persons (i.e. a group using the school hall in the evening).
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