
Bouncy Castles and Inflatables
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Serious incidents have occurred where inflatables have collapsed or blown away in windy conditions.  Simple precautions can help you avoid serious incidents, whether you buy bouncy castles and inflatables, are hiring one for an event, or operate them.
Please make sure the company who you hire the inflatables from, are competent, have the appropriate accrediation and have Public Liability insurance for a minimum of £5 million.

For more detailed information please look on the Health and Safety Executive website.  http://www.hse.gov.uk/entertainment/fairgrounds/inflatables.htm 

For an example Bouncy castle risk assessment please see below
RISK ASSESSMENT
Premises:

 

Work Activity:  
 Using an Inflatable e.g. Bouncing Castle
Assessor(s): 







Date: 







Review date:

	1.1 What could go 

    wrong / factors to                       consider ?
	2. Who 

    might be 

    harmed ? 
	3. Control measures at present

	4. Further action required (if any)


	Insurance


	
	Check owner of the bouncy castle has written evidence of appropriate Public Liability insurance to cover any legal liability, which they may incur e.g. defective equipment causing injury or failure to erect structure correctly.


	

	Equipment fails
	
	Must be thoroughly examined by a competent person every 14 months to comply with the code of practice at fairs. (Blower inflatable and electrical system should be examined, and a certificate issued).  These should be checked before used.

Inflatables should be inspected prior to first use on the day, in line with manufacturer’s instructions. Checks should include: 

Anchor points, anchor rope, anchor stakes, moorings, wall to tower fixings, inflatable tube, surface and seams of bed, pressure should be sufficient to give reliable firm footing, blower and electrical check.

Do not use the assembly if any defects are noted.

Evidence of the inspection must be properly recorded.
	

	1.1. What could go 

    wrong / factors to consider ?
	2. Who 

    might be 

    harmed ? 
	3. Control measures at present


	4. Further action required (if any)



	Fire


	
	A ‘powder’ extinguisher must be positioned in close proximity to the inflatable and equipment e.g. generators must be positioned correctly away from combustibles and cordoned off, 

The inflatable must not be position by heat and\or ignition sources.

	

	Toppling


	
	Do not use in high winds, must be sited on flat, level ground.  All anchor points must be used at all times.


	

	Unsafe use


	
	Hirer must produce an amusement device inspection procedures scheme or PIPA inflatable play inspection certificate, operators manual, device risk assessment and statement for operation of the facility.

Safe system statement:

· All hard, sharp and dangerous objects e.g. footwear, buckles, glasses, pens, purses, etc. should be removed prior to use.

· No bouncing at the front of the apron.

· No climbing on outside walls.

· No running from wall to wall should be allowed.

· Children of a similar size should use the inflatables at the same time (consider age group sessions, etc.).

· No one taller than the height restriction should be allowed on the device. 

· Age restrictions in place.

· Beginners should bounce only on their feet.

· One-one assistance may be required for children who experience difficulties with their physical control.

· No food or drink allowed on the apparatus.

· Keep users off the device during inflation and deflation.

· Perimeter fence or screen must be erected 2 metres from an inflatable with closed sides and 4 metres from open sides to prevent unauthorised access.

· Maximum number limits must be adhered to.


	

	Lack of training


	
	Attendant must be fully trained on how to:

· Operate the device.

· Entry and exit procedure.

· Safe assembly and dismantling.

· Safety checks.

· Safe anchoring.

· Ground control measures and barriers.

· Measures to take in the event of a power failure.

· Defect reporting and accident reporting.


	

	Supervision


	
	Agreed minimum number of attendants required to supervise the use of inflatable(s).

Attendants must be capable of exercising authority.


	

	Hygiene


	
	Adequate cleaning procedure must be available and utilised periodically.  This should be recorded. Inflatables must not be used until cleaning and drying is completed.


	

	Other foreseeable hazards
	
	
	

	N.B. Staff should sign to say they have read and acknowledge the safe systems of work that need to be implemented.




Reviewed by the Health & Safety Team October 2019


