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	A. Outline of activity or task to be assessed:                                                    


	Form No
	

	
	
	Work Activity
	Play equipment and its use

	Workplace/Team
	This is an example of what needs to be covered delete/amend as required for a specific premise
	
	

	Date of Assessment:
	
	Date for Re-assessment
	Annually (or on any major changes)

	Name of Assessors:
	
	Signature:
	

	Manager/Headteacher:
	
	Signature:
	


	Hazard is something with the potential to cause harm. Risk is the likelihood of someone being hurt multiplied by the severity of the occurrence.                       

                            Level of risk = likelihood x severity
B.  Risk Matrix – This section is used for guidance to complete section C.
	
	PRIORITY OF ACTION

High        17 - 25     Unacceptable – Stop work or activity 
                                until immediate improvements can
                                be made.

Medium  10 – 16     Tolerable but need to improve within
                                a reasonable timescale, e.g., 1-3 
                                months depending on the situation.

Low          5 - 9
Adequate but look to improve by next review.

Very Low 1 – 4        Residual risk acceptable and no
                                further action will be required all the
                                time the control measures are 
                                maintained.

	5 x 5 RISK ASSESSMENT MATRIX
	
	

	Increasing consequence or severity  (
	5
	5 low
	10 med
	15 med
	20 high
	25 high
	
	

	
	4
	4 very low
	8 low
	12 med
	16 med
	20 high
	
	

	
	3
	3 very low
	6 low
	9 low
	12 med
	15 med
	
	

	
	2
	2 very low
	4 very low
	6 low
	8 low
	10 med
	
	

	
	1
	1 very low
	2 very low
	3 very low
	4 very low
	5 low
	
	

	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	
	

	
	Increasing likelihood or probability (
	
	



Please adapt for your site.

C. Use information from section B to identify level of risk for each hazard
	      What are the

Hazards?


	Who might be harmed and how the hazard could cause harm
	Existing control measures
	Risk

Level

Low/Med/

High
	What further actions are necessary
	Residual Risk

Level

Low/Med/

High
	Action



	
	
	
	
	
	
	Who
	When

	1
	Equipment too large, high or technical for authorised pupil use
	Pupils

Siblings

Trespassers


	Play Equipment complies with the European Standard (BS  EN 1176 Playground Equipment Standard) and installed by manufacturer or competent contractor who are aware of the age of the pupils using the equipment.  In Shropshire Council Schools the critical fall height for equipment must not exceed 2 metres and safety surfaces must comply with European Standard (BS1177 Impact absorbing playground surfacing).  N.B. in most cases a safety surface will be required above 600 mm. 
	low
	e.g. Staff trained to be able to undertake basic inspections
	
	
	.

	2
	Falls from height
	Pupils

Siblings

Trespassers


	Safety play surfaces are installed where required and must be in accordance with the European Standard (BS EN 1177 Impact absorbing playground surfacing).  All surfaces need inspecting but loose fill surfaces will require maintaining and replenishing on a regular basis.
	
	e.g. Staff trained to undertake inspections.
	
	
	

	3
	Too many Pupils using the equipment at one time.
	Pupils

Siblings


	Maximum number of pupils on the equipment at any one time has been identified (state the number allowed).
	low
	Continue to monitor on a regular basis.
	
	
	

	4
	Equipment unsuitable for younger siblings;


	Pupils

Siblings

Trespassers


	Procedures in place for the safe use of equipment and appropriate instruction and supervision.  Segregation of the different age groups.
	low
	Continue to monitor on a regular basis.
	
	
	

	5
	Insufficient space for layout of equipment, poor design, proximity hazard; collision of individuals.
	Pupils

Siblings

Trespassers


	This should not be an issue if the play equipment complies with British Standard (BS1176 Playground Equipment Standard) and installed by the manufacturer or competent contractor.  
	low
	No further action necessary at this moment in time.
	
	
	

	6
	Faulty equipment e.g. collapse of uprights or horizontals falling, suspended ropes/nets coming loose; poor finish, proud bolts, rough surfaces.
	Pupils

Siblings

Trespassers


	Equipment checks are undertaken by (the Site Manager\Caretaker\Cleaner in Charge) These checks are documented e.g. usage checks; daily, weekly visual inspections, monthly checks, regular maintenance checks are undertaken by competent contractors.  Staff report defects to Name………….
Annual inspections are undertaken by RoSPA play inspectors RPII


	low
	Staff reminded to report any issues. 
	
	
	

	7
	Entrapment – gaps, cracks, pinch points; Wear and tear on equipment – joints seize, fittings loosen, frayed ropes, weld integrity, stressed joints
	Pupils

Siblings

Trespassers


	Equipment checks are in place and documented e.g. usage checks; daily, weekly visual inspections, monthly checks, regular maintenance checks are undertaken by competent contractors.  Annual inspections undertaken by RoSPA play inspectors RPII


	low
	e.g. Ensure site staff have received appropriate training to undertake the inspections
	
	
	

	8
	Slippery surfaces – due to rain, ice, mud, grass, bird droppings.
	Pupils

Siblings

Trespassers


	Procedures are in place to check equipment is in a safe condition before use. Staff rota is in place to ensure checks are undertaken and recorded.
	low
	Continue to monitor on a regular basis.
	
	
	

	9
	Vandalism – attempts to burn, dismantle, destroy equipment. Foreign objects e.g. discarded glass bottles cans, needles etc.
	Pupils

Siblings

Trespassers


	Ensure site is secure on a regular basis and procedures are in place to check equipment is in a safe condition before use.

Procedures are in place for safe disposal of foreign objects
	low
	Continue to monitor on a regular basis.
	
	
	

	10
	Dogs Excrement; bites.
	Pupils

Siblings

Trespassers


	No dogs are allowed onto the school site.  (Exceptions are guide dogs for the blind or hearing). Signs are displayed to inform people coming onto the site.  Procedures are in place for safe disposal of animal excrement.
	
	Remind parents not to bring dogs onto site.
	
	
	

	11
	Are there any other foreseeable hazards associated with the play equipment used by pupils?
	List any additional control measures where appropriate e.g. working with children with special needs.
	low
	
	
	
	


	D. Safe Systems of Work to be outlined below by using the information in Section C once completed:

Delete bullet points which are not applicable to your site.
· Play Equipment complies with British Standard (BS1176 Playground Equipment Standard and the design and installation guidelines have been followed;

· Play Equipment installed by manufacturer or competent contractor; Add Name of Contractor.
· Site survey completed to identify existing features of site e.g. other equipment, fences, pathways, rubbish bins, etc;
· Equipment placed to minimise collisions and manufacturers guidance followed to spacing of equipment, etc;
· Play equipment is suitable for the age range of pupils;
· Certificated inspection carried out by a competent person before equipment is put into use and then at (6 – 12) months intervals (specify inspection interval); Add Name of Contractor or Inspector e.g. RoSPA RPII Inspector.
· Site staff are trained\instructed to undertake daily, weekly, monthly, quarterly checks and details are recorded. (staff will need training to undertake detailed, operational checks).
· The maximum number of pupils on each piece of equipment at any one time has been identified (if necessary) (state number);

· Appropriate supervision levels have been identified.
· Instruction\Induction on the safe use of the play equipment is given to all new pupils and reminders to pupils at the beginning of each term\in assemblies.
· Equipment checks – usage checks; daily and weekly visual inspections, monthly documented checks, regular maintenance checks;

· The Shropshire Council Guidelines for Play Equipment Safety has been adopted (This can be found on Shropshire Learning Gateway\Administration\Occupational Health and Safety\A-Z arrangements);

· Develop and implement a policy to restrict the use of equipment by siblings and communicate this to parents\guardians\carers.  

Written procedures should include: Restrict use in wet/icy conditions; ensuring surfaces are clear of mud and other substances such as
                                                        bird excrement before use;  
                                                        Equipment not used if weather conditions e.g. icy/wet which makes the structure unacceptably slippery;
                                                        Wearing appropriate footwear and clothing; Sun protection (see separate risk assessment).
                                                        Arrangements in case of emergency or accident;

                                                        Reporting procedure for faulty equipment or other defect in between main checks.
· There is restricted access with fences/gates; 

· There are security measures in place for the site;

· Supervise area – enforce policy;

· Display notice stating equipment is only for use by pupils up to the age of………..;

N.B. If the play equipment is used by the Community after the normal school day additional measures will be required e.g. additional signage and checks i.e. first thing in the mornings before school starts to ensure it is in good order.  Record findings.





E.  Circulation List
(Please list the people who have been informed and read the assessment, they need to sign the sheet).
	NAME
	DESIGNATION
	SIGNATURE
	DATE

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


RISK ASSESSMENT





Score





5


4


3


2


1





Likelihood / Probability





Very likely / Almost certain


Likely


Fairly likely / Possible


Unlikely


Very unlikely





Description





Event is expected to occur in most circumstances


Event will probably occur in most circumstances


Event could occur at some time


Event is not likely to occur in normal circumstances


Event may occur only in exceptional circumstances





Score





5


4


3


2


1





Consequence/Severity





Catastrophic / Severe / Fatality


Major injury / ill health


Moderate (over 7-day injury)


Minor injury / ill health


Insignificant / no injury





Description





Death or permanent disability to one or more persons


Hospital admission required, eg, broken arm or leg


Medical treatment required, over 7-day injury


First aid is required


Injuries not requiring first aid treatment




























































































































































































































































































Reviewed by the Health & Safety Team October 2019
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